NUS Conference Delegate Election

Nomination Pack
2009/2010
6 NUS Conference Delegates
www.cusu.org
Important Dates
Nominations for the NUS Conference Delegate elections open at 9am on Thursday 19 November and close at 5pm on Thursday 3 December.  

The day after nominations close, at 4pm on Friday 4 December, a Candidates Meeting will be held in the Boardroom of SU Priory Street. 

You MUST submit your manifesto and picture to the Vice President Communications by 9am on Monday 7 December for it to be featured on the website. Anything submitted after this time and date will not be accepted and students will not be able to view your manifesto. 

Question Time, where students get the opportunity to ask candidates questions about their manifesto and policies, will be at 5pm on Tuesday 8 December. The venue will be confirmed at the Candidate’s Meeting. Attendance at Question Time is MANDATORY for candidates. 
Voting opens at 12.01am on Tuesday 8 December and will close at 4pm on Thursday 10 December.

Results of the elections will be announced as soon as they are known in the Cyber Café of SU Priory Street on Thursday 10 December. Your role formally begins on Friday 11 December. 

Timeline

19/11/09 (9am) – Nominations open

03/12/09 (5pm) – Nominations close

04/12/09 (4pm) – Candidates Meeting

07/12/09 (9am) – Deadline for candidate’s manifesto

08/12/09 (12.01am) – Voting opens 

08/12/09 (5pm) – Question Time

10/12/09 (4pm) – Voting closes
10/12/09 (5pm) – Results announced

	Have You…

	Read and fully understood the nomination pack?
	

	Submitted your nomination form with correct amount of student signatures to Priory Street SU Reception?
	

	Attended the candidates meeting and asked any questions you have?
	

	Submitted your manifesto and digital photograph to the Vice President Communications?
	

	Submitted your publicity to be checked over?
	

	Submitted your publicity for production?
	

	Prepared a speech for Question Time?
	

	Started campaigning?
	


Elections Guidelines

Nominations
For the NUS Conference Delegate positions, your nomination form must be signed by TEN students; a proposer, a seconder and eight ordinary CUSU members. Nominations WILL NOT be accepted after 5pm on Thursday 3 December. 
Manifesto

As a candidate you should produce a manifesto, which is a list of the aims and objectives you wish to achieve and why people should vote for you. This should be submitted by 9am Monday 7 December to the Vice President Communications, Dez Cutchey, at vpcomm.su@coventry.ac.uk. Dez will then put it on the CUSU website. Any manifestos received after this time will not be included and students will not be able to view it. 

You must also provide a digital photograph of yourself if you wish this to be included with your manifesto on the website. 

Publicity Material

You have an allowance for your publicity materials which depends on whether you are opposed or not. You must NOT go over the budget. The allowances are as follows:
£10 Opposed election, £5 Unopposed election.
Your publicity MUST be signed off by a Sabbatical Officer before being purchased from Reception at Priory SU. The publicity order form and price list is attached at the end of this nomination pack. They will have a list of candidates and their available budget. 

You must NOT use your own private funds to purchase publicity materials. If you do, you will be DISQUALIFIED. 
Voting Process 

Voting in the Union Council Elections takes place online. This is accessible via the CUSU website at www.cusu.org/vote; voters will have to log in with their University username and password. 

Voting will open at 12:01am on Tuesday 8 October until 4pm on Thursday 10 December. Votes will not be cast after this time. 

Question Time

You MUST attend Question Time at 5pm on Tuesday 8 December; the venue will be confirmed at the Candidate’s Meeting. Failure to do so is likely to lead to DISQUALIFICATION. You will be expected to give a short one minute speech and then answer questions from the floor of the meeting.
Returning Officer

Any queries and/or complaints must be made in writing to the Returning Officer, Faye Grundy. She is the person who oversees the elections to make sure everyone follows the rules and deals with any complaints. In her absence, Faye’s nominee deals with these matters. 
During the last election period Faye issues the following statement to all candidates;

“The CUSU electronic voting system means that every PC, on campus or elsewhere, is a potential ballot box or polling station.

Strict guidelines on proximity of a candidate, or his/her active supporters, to a PC is difficult. However, candidates and their supporters shall not attempt to bribe, intimidate, coerce, deceive or put undue pressure on members at a PC in the process of casting their votes. This shall apply on campus and elsewhere where a member is voting.

A complaint by a member about a candidate and his/her supporter can be made to the Returning Officer about such undue pressure and after investigation if found blameworthy may be disqualified from CUSU elections.

The onus is upon the candidate there to ensure that the integrity of the elections and themselves and that members are not unduly pressurised or coerced in casting their votes.”

More information

Full election regulations can be found in the Students’ Union Constitution and on the website at: www.cusu.org. If you require further information, contact CUSU President, Robert Wilson, at: president.su@coventry.ac.uk. 
Role Description
NUS Annual Conference is the sovereign body of the National Union of Students. It is the national equivalent of CUSU’s All Student Meeting. 
Every Further Education and Higher Education institution that is affiliated to NUS has an entitlement to send a certain amount of delegates to the conference to represent the views of their institution. Coventry is entitled to send 6 delegates. The person who receives the highest number of votes is the Delegate Leader and will be responsible for feeding back the events of conference to Union Council on their return, 
This academic year’s Annual Conference is from 13 – 15 April 2010 and will take place in Newcastle. At the conference national policy is discussed and voted on, and the National Executive Committee (the NUS equivalent of CUSU Sabbatical Officers) are elected. Policy which is passed at this meeting is then fed down in to all affiliated Students’ Unions across the UK. 

Delegates will have the cost of accommodation and transport to the Annual Conference covered, as well as receiving a food and drink allowance per day, so don’t let cost be a barrier to stop you getting involved. 

This is a great chance to be involved in national student politics. 

	Standing for Position of: . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

Candidate Name: . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

Course & Year: . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

Student ID Number (SID 7 digit number): . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

Email Address: . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

Mobile Number: . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

YOU MUST GET A CURRENT COVENTRY UNIVERSITY STUDENT TO PROPOSE YOU & ONE TO SECOND YOU
Proposer Name: . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

Course & Year: . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

Student ID Number (SID 7 digit number): . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

Signed: . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

Seconder Name: . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

Course & Year: . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

Student ID Number (SID 7 digit number): . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

Signed: . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

Also Seconded by the following EIGHT (for other positions) ordinary members of CUSU:

	Name
	Course
	Year
	SID
	Signature

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	I confirm that I am willing and eligible to stand for election and that I have read and understood the election regulations:

Signed:

Date:

OFFICE USE ONLY

Received By:

Time and Date:

Signed:


  Union Council Nomination Form











